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Advent 1: December November 30 & December 1, 2025 
 



The first advent candle that we light today is called the 
Prophecy Candle (sometimes also called the Hope 
Candle). The candle can be either violet or blue. It reminds 
us of all of the Old Testament prophecies about our 
Savior. 
 
Welcome! We are happy to share God’s peace with 
everyone. Visitors are invited to sign our guest book in 
the entryway. If you have any questions, the ushers are 
Aids to assist with hearing (Williams Sound System) are 
available from the ushers.  
· Large Print Hymnal Binders are available on the 

tract desk for those with vision difficulties. 
· Personal prayers for use before church or during the 

week are printed 
on p. 255-258 in the hymnal. 

  
Please note: the Sunday service is being recorded and 

streamed on YouTube. 
www.youtube.com/@stlukesvassar 

Setting 1: pg. 154 

309 The Advent of Our King CW 309 
1 The advent of our King 

    our prayers must now employ, 
and we must hymns of welcome sing 
    in strains of holy joy. 



2 The everlasting Son, 
    in flesh content to be, 
himself a servant’s form puts on 
    to set his servants free. 

3 O Zion’s daughter, rise 
    to meet your lowly King, 
nor let a faithless heart despise 
    the peace he comes to bring. 

4 As judge, on clouds of light, 
    he soon will come again 
and his true members all unite 
    with him in heav’n to reign. 

5 Before the dawning day 
    let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 
the old self all be put away, 
    the new self now put on. 

Please stand for the final stanza 
 
6 All glory to the Son, 

    who comes to set us free, 
with Father, Spirit, ever one 
    through all eternity. 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–1876, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 



Confession CW 154 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and 
the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, 
words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and 
forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner. 
(Silence for meditation and reflection) 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. 
He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as 
the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 



authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Lord, Have Mercy 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us 
pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 
the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 
the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their 
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Glory Be to God on High CW 157 
Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.  
We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,  
we glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great 
glory,  



O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.  
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.  
You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy 
on us.  
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord.  
You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by 
your strength, and save us from the threatening dangers 
of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
(Be seated) 

 



First Reading Isaiah 2:1–5 
  1This is the message that Isaiah son of Amoz saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

2This will take place in the latter days: 
The mountain of the LORD's house will be 
established 
 as the chief of the mountains. 
It will be raised above the hills, 
and all nations will stream to it like a river. 
3Many peoples will come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
to the house of the God of Jacob. 
Then he will instruct us about his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths.” 
For from Zion the law will go out, 
and the LORD's word will go out from Jerusalem. 
4He will judge between the nations, 
and he will mediate for many peoples. 
Then they will beat their swords into plowshares, 
 and their spears into blades for trimming vines. 
Nation will not lift up sword against nation, 
nor will they learn war anymore. 
5O house of Jacob, come, 
and let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



80 Restore Us Psalm 80 
 
Refrain 
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that 
we may be saved!  
  
Hear us, Shepherd of / Israel, 
    you who lead Joseph / like a flock. 
You who sit enthroned between the / cherubim, 
    awaken your might; come and / save us. 
How long, LORD God Al- / mighty, 
    will your anger smolder against the prayers of your / 
people? 
You have made us an object of derision to our / 
neighbors, 
    and our enemies / mock us.   Refrain 
  
You transplanted a vine from / Egypt; 
    you drove out the nations and / planted it. 
You cleared the / ground for it, 
    and it took root and / filled the land. 
Why have you broken / down its walls 
    so that all who pass by / pick its grapes? 
Return to us, God Al- / mighty! 
    Look down from / heav’n and see! 



Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
Text: The Holy Bible, English Standard Version 
Text: © 2001 Crossway a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716852 

 
Second Reading Romans 13:11–14 
  11And do this since you understand the present time. 
It is already the hour for you to wake up from sleep, 
because our salvation is nearer now than when we first 
believed. 12The night is almost over, and the day is 
drawing near. So let us put away the deeds of darkness 
and put on the weapons of light. 13Let us walk decently 
as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, 
not in sexual sin and wild living, not in strife and 
jealousy. 14Instead, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and do not give any thought to satisfying the 
desires of your sinful flesh. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
(Stand) 

 
Gospel Acclamation Revelation 22:20 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming 
soon.”  



Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Gospel Matthew 24:36–44 
  36“No one knows when that day and hour will be, not 
the angels of heaven, not even the Son, but only the 
Father. 37Just as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be 
when the Son of Man returns. 38In fact, in the days 
before the flood people were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the very day that 
Noah entered the ark. 39And they did not realize what 
was coming until the flood came and took them all 
away. That is how it will be when the Son of Man 
returns. 
  40“At that time two men will be in the field; one will 
be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be 
grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one will be 
left. 42So be alert, because you do not know on what day 
your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: If the master 
of the house had known at what time of night the thief 
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not 
have let his house be broken into. 44You also need to be 
ready for this reason: The Son of Man is coming at an 
hour when you do not expect him. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 



(Be seated) 

 
301 Savior of the Nations, Come CW 301 
1 Savior of the nations, come; 

Virgin’s Son, make here your home. 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 
that the Lord chose such a birth. 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 
by the Spirit of our God 
was the Word of God made flesh, 
woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

3 Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child 
of the virgin undefiled, 
though by all the world disowned, 
yet to be in heav’n enthroned! 

4 From the Father’s throne he came 
and ascended to the same, 
captive leading death and hell. 
High the song of triumph swell! 

5 Praise to God the Father sing, 
praise to God the Son, our King, 
praise to God the Spirit be 
ever and eternally. 

Text: Ambrose of Milan, 340–397, abr.; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.;  tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–1876, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
 



 
Sermon 
Welcome Him 
I. Let's Go to His House 
II. Let's Walk In His Light 
(Stand) 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 



            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
(Be seated) 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
302 Prepare the Royal Highway CW 302 
1 Prepare the royal highway; 

    the King of kings is near! 
Let ev’ry hill and valley 
    a level road appear! 
Then greet the King of glory, 
foretold in sacred story: (Refrain) 

 
Ref Hosanna to the Lord, 

for he fulfills God’s Word! 
 
2 God’s people, see him coming: 

    your own eternal King! 
Palm branches strew before him! 
    Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
God’s promise will not fail you! 
No more shall doubt assail you! (Refrain) 



3 Then fling the gates wide open 
    to greet your promised King! 
Your King, yet ev’ry nation 
    its tribute too should bring. 
All lands, bow down before him! 
All nations, now adore him! (Refrain) 

4 His is no earthly kingdom; 
    it comes from heav’n above. 
His rule is peace and freedom 
    and justice, truth, and love. 
So let your praise be sounding 
for kindness so abounding: (Refrain) 

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716852 

(Stand) 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
313 Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes CW 313 
1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

    the Savior promised long; 
let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 
    and ev’ry voice a song. 

2 He comes the pris’ners to release, 
    in Satan’s bondage held; 
the gates of brass before him burst, 
    the iron fetters yield. 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 
    the bleeding soul to cure, 
and with the treasures of his grace 

    to‿enrich the humble poor. 
 



4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
    your welcome shall proclaim, 
and heav’n’s eternal arches ring 
    with your belovèd name. 

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–1751, abr., alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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Upcoming Events 

Sunday 11/30/2025…………………..9:00 AM Worship Service 
    Christmas Decorating following the Service 
Monday 12/01/2025………..………..7:00 PM Worship Service 
Tuesday 12/02/202………………..….. 6:30 PM Mega Meeting 
Thursday 12/04/2025.7:00 PM Sunday School    Teachers’ 
Meeting 
Sunday 12/07/20……….…...9:00 AM Communion Worship  
Monday 12/08/2025………..7:00 PM Communion Worship 
  
We wish to thank Rev. Jared Natsis, the Admissions 
Director at MLS, for sharing the message with us 
today. God’s blessing on you and your continued 
ministry.  

 
Attendance 

Sunday Attendance: 113 Sunday School: 9 Bible Class: 36 
Monday Service: 26 

Thanksgiving Luncheon: 75ish Thanksgiving Service: 54 



 
Our Time  to Our Lord 

December Servers 
Sundays John Solgat, Nate Rupprecht, Mike Hecht, 

Grant Barnes 
Monday: Barry Mays 

Finance: Jeremy LaPratt, Nick Hubbard, Ed Newsome 
Altar Guild: Marian Whitney, Teenia Rose, Pat 

Mecham     
Organist: Olivia Marker 

 
Sunday Morning Bible Class: History of the WELS 

Snack Volunteers 
December 7-Rose Walker December 14-Mecham 

January Sundays are next up! 
 

Our Talents  to Our Lord 
Christmas Caroling: What a delight. Christmas Caroling 
has returned to St. Luke’s!!! Following the Cookie 
Crunch on December 21st we will leave from the 
church. The members we will visit will have been 
contacted and times of visit arranged. Music sheets will 
be prepared and available. Share your joy!  
 
Beverage Container Collection: The LES children are 
collecting returnable bottles and cans to raise money for 



items needed at their school. Further information is on 
the bulletin board. 
 
Euchre/Games Anyone? There is a sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board, for  
those who intend to attend. Your signature does not 
commit you to each game day. We will plan on Friday 
evenings again.  
 
Musical Talents: Do you have some musical abilities that 
could be used to enhance our worship. Please let Pastor 
know and he can work with you on music choices and 
dates. 

Just in time for the Christmas shopping season!!! Be sure 
to check out the books (and other gift items)  offered by 

Lowry’s Book Fair. The book fair is to 
be set up in the fellowship hall and 
will be available December 10th -15th. 

 

• Proceeds from the book fair will allow teachers to 
purchase books for their classroom libraries 

 

 

 

 



Our Treasures  to Our Lord  

Budgetary Gifts: $4,381.00    
Parking Lot Fund: $125.00 

Gift to Rainy Day Fund in Memory of Sharon Gardy: 
$20.00 Sunday School: $7.00 

Totals are from services on November 17th & 23rd 

 

CHURCH DECORATING 
FOLLOWING THE SERVICE 

 

EVENTS AND DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Soup and Bread Supper-December 10th 5:15 PM 
Midweek Advent Service: December 10th 6:30 PM 

Book Fair-December 10th-15th  
 

Children’s Christmas Service Practice-December 20th 
10:00 AM – 12:30 PM 

Children’s Christmas Service-9:00 AM December 21 
Cookie Crunch/Christmas Caroling-December 21st  

(Following the Children’s Service) 
Christmas Eve Song Service-6:30 PM     

Christmas Day Communion Service-9:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 


